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INTRODUCTION 
With the ever growing awareness of the importance 
of social studies in the curriculum, a more conscious con-
cern is being exerted in the direction of selecting text-
books which are interesting, understandable and readable. 
Vocabulary difficulty is one problem to be considered in 
the selection. 
Interest may be so great as to overcome inadequate 
. understanding o.r vocabulary difficulty, however it is 
true in reading specific subject matter texts such as 
social studies. Teachers should know on what grade levels 
the pupils are able to read, the level of difficulty of 
the subject matter textbooks that are used in school. 
Causes of reading difficulties have been exten-
sively studied and studies indicate that vocabulary is 
not the only cause of reading difficulty but is often a 
contributory factor. 
There are certain factors that make a text diffi-
cult and baffling or easy and usable. It is important 
that pupils find the book easy and enjoyable. It should 
be simple enough for the child to comprehend, and should 
also be interesting to him. Easy and interesting reading 
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• 
• 
• 
affords students opportunities to form the habit of read-
ing rapidly, smoothly and with understanding. 
Therefore this study is an attempt to establish 
the grade level of thirty social studies texts for the 
middle grades using the Yoakam formula. Included will be 
texts for geography, for history, and for combined social 
studies . 
2 
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CHAPTER I 
RESEARCH LITERATURE 
In recent years textbooks in social studies have 
changed in response to research in the curriculum and in 
social learning, as well as research dealing with text-
books themselves. Monroe1 states that textbooks are in-
creasingly organized on fusion and unit bases and may 
legitimately claim to place more stress on functional 
materials and less on detailed facts than did textbooks 
of generations ago. They also tend to include more con-
crete content, especially in the lower grades, better. maps, 
pictures and much more reading matter. Efforts have been 
made to suit the style and vocabulary of textbooks to 
pupils abilities as a result of research in grade place-
ment, as have also type, size and format. Despite these 
improvements in textbooks, research has demonstrated that 
most books are still too difficult for the majority of 
pupils in the grades for which the books are intended, 
that maps and pictures are insufficient and frequently 
lwalter S. Monroe, Enc~clopedia of Educational 
Research, (MacMillan Co., Nework, 19Soy-p. 1231 . 
• 
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are not well unified with the written material, and too 
little is included in the way of concrete example. 
Monroe, 2 in his summary of evidence on selecting 
textbooks in social studies recommends that (a) compre-
hensive, objective criteria should be determined in ad-
vance, (b) a few books should be chosen after examination 
and (c) final selections should be made after classroom 
tryouts. 
4 
Wesley and Adams3 suggest that in selecting social 
studies textbooks, the teacher should keep in mind the 
purpose for the semester, the capacities of her students 
and the qualities of the book. She should consider the 
authorship, appearance, length, date, size of type, 
organization, proportion of space allotted to different 
topics, vocabulary and such learning aids as word lists, 
questions, and references. 
The question of readability of textbooks and re-
lated material is one of major importance today. What is 
meant by readability or a readable book? According to 
2rbid., p. 1232. 
3Edgar B. Wesley and Mary A. Adams, Teaching Social 
Studies in the Elementary.Schools (Boston: D. C. Heath & 
Co., 1952} p:-315 • 
5 
Dale and Chall, 1 readability has a two fold meaning. In 
the broadest sense, readability is the sum total of all 
those elements within a given piece of printed matter of 
material that affects the success that a group of readers 
have with comprehending it, reading it at an optimum speed, 
and finding it interesting. Second, success depends 
mainly upon the reader himself, his skill in reading, his 
experience, his maturity and purpose in reading. A book 
that is readable for a skilled reader is unreadable for 
one less skilled. 
Yoakum2 advances the theory that material is re-
garded as readable if a reader can comprehend the majority 
of the ideas which it presents, whether or not a given 
piece of reading matter is readable is believed to depend 
on such f;a.,ctors as vocabulary, sentence length, the 
relationship between the number of simple and number of 
complex sentences, the number of personal references it 
contains, its style and the concepts with which it deals. 
1Edgar Dale and Jeanne S. Chall, "The Concept of 
Readability," Readabilit~, The National Council of Teachers 
of English (Chicago, 194 ) p. 5. 
2Gerald Yoakam, Basal Reading Instruction 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1955) p. 2u. 
(New York 
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Among the latter are vocabulary difficulty. 
Yoakam1 further relates that, children will read, what 
is readable for them. Since there is a wide range of 
abilities in any group, the more able pupils will be 
able to read texts generally above their present grade 
level, while the average and slower children will get 
little benefit from attempting to read over graded 
books. 
Hildreth2 commented that 
This matter of readability of books and texts 
has equal application at all levels of teaching 
and learning. At the lower levels where children 
are just getting their feet in reading, the prob-
lem can become critical, as it can in working 
with slow learners. 
Hildreth3 also believes that fitting books to 
the pupils present a three fold problem. Knowing the 
reading level of the books, ascertaining the reading 
achievement level of the pupils who are to use the books, 
and then bringing the two into alignment. 
1 Ibid., p. 21. 
2Gertrude Hildreth, Teaching Reading, (New York: 
Henry Holt & Co., 1958)HJ. 370-371. 
3rbid., pp. 370-371 . 
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According to Hildreth, 1 informed teachers are 
eager to help children discover and use books with enough 
difficulty to challenge them. 
Dale and Chall2 pointed out that readability may 
refer to legibility, interest, or ease of reading on some 
combination of both. 
Preston3 reported that a textbook may be regarded 
as readable for a child if he can accurately read about 
ninety-five percent of running words of typical passages 
and give evidence of getting the gist of these passages 
after he has become fairly well acquainted with the new 
ideas and terminology of the subjects. If a child can 
read less than ninety percent of the running words, the 
book is probably too difficult for him. 
Preston4 observed that in order to measure the 
readability of printed material, experts in the field of 
reading have devised many readability formulas. These 
formulas may be thought of as tools of prediction of 
1 Ibid., p. 370. 
2Dale and Chall, op. cit., p. 18. 
3Ralph Preston, Teaching Social Studies In The 
Elementar~ Schools, (New York: Rinehart and Co., Inc., 
1958) p. 61. 
4Ibid., p. 19 • 
7 
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success that certain groups will have in comprehending 
printed material. These tools are rough and do not claim 
to give perfect measures. They do not pretend to include 
all the factors which affect readability. However, these 
formulas are the best tools we have as yet; and research 
workers in applying them have found that they give a fair 
estimate of prediction of success in readingl. 
The Yoakam1 formula has been used to measure the 
readability of school textbooks, juvenile, and adult 
fiction, magazines for children and adults. It is useful 
for evaluating instructional materials commonly used in 
schools from the fourth grade and above. It is also use-
ful in selecting books to be placed in a sequence of 
gradually increasing difficulty. 
According to Leifeste2 someday it may be possible 
to say that a given piece of material is readable for · 
certain groups of readers, meanwhile it can only be said 
that a book is readable on the basis of such and such a 
8 
criterion, taking only certain factors into consideration. 
There is, as every teacher is aware, a wide range 
of reading ability in any class. Bond and Wagner3 believes 
1 Yoakam, op. cit., p. 332. 
2Bertha V. Leifeste Journal of Educational ResearcH 
XXXVII, (Sept. 1943-May, 1944) p. 441-.- An LnvestLgatLon 
of the reliability of the sampling of reading material. 
3Guy L. Bond and Eva Bond Wagner, Teaching The ChUd 
.J:p_ Read (New York: The Macmillan Co. 1950) o. 39~ 
• 
• 
• 
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this range is rather consistent for any grade level. The 
spread of reading ability found in almost any sixth grade 
class is about seven years. This means that there will 
be within the class pupils who cannot read effectively 
material of beginning third grade difficulty, and also 
children who can read effectively material of about ninth 
grade difficulty. The problem is, then, to supply this 
class with a wealth of material suitable to the various 
levels of reading ability found in the class, .and to 
supply this material from each of the areas of the cur-
riculum. 
Michaelis states that "securing reading materials 
on a level of difficulty appropriate for the pupils who 
will use them is a critical one. 111 Michaelis also believes 
that one of the best procedures for solving this problem 
successfully is to apply one or more reading formulas in 
order to secure an objective rating of the level of dif-
ficulty in terms of grade placement. 
Gray•s2 findings substantiated that the textbook 
is essentially one of communication of the most exacting 
1John U. Michaelis, Social Studies For Children In 
A Democracy, (Englewood Cliffs: Prent~ce HarT Inc., 1950) 
p. 320. 
2william S. Gray, Promoting Personal and Social 
Development Throu~h Reading, (The University or-c&icago 
Press, 1947) pp. 03-204 . 
• w 
• 
• 
sort. Therefore, if the textbook does not do this suc-
cessfully, that is, if the pupils for whom it is designed 
cannot read it, the text is a failure. 
1 . Gray relates that the authors of textbooks are 
particularly concerned about vocabulary, introducing new 
concepts, background of experience, mechanics of reading, 
understanding of the spoken language and for the most 
fundamental question of all: How can the book contribute 
to a highly significant aspect of personal development of 
boys and girls. 
. 2 
Bond and Tinker indicate that the style and 
writing used in the textbooks in social studies con-
stantly put many obstacles in the way of the reader. One 
instance of this is the numerous facts which are packed 
into relatively small space without enough organizational 
clues in the form of headings and sub-headings, and bold 
face or italic type to bring out distinctly the relative 
importance of the different facts and ideas. 
Harris3 feels that the vocabulary problem is more 
acute in the textbooks of content subjects than it is in 
1Ibid. 
2Guy L. Bond and Miles A. Tinker, Reading Diffi-
culties, Their Diagnosis and Correction, (New York: 
Appleton-Century Crofts ITIC7, 1957). 
3Albert J. Harris, How To Increase Reading Ability 
(New York: Longmans, Green~C07, 1953) p. 356 . 
general reading. 
McCullough, Strang and Traxler1 observed that 
definitions of technical words are responsible for many 
of the difficulties found in many books used in the 
intermediate grades. 
Another source of difficulty in reading, and 
11 
one closely related to the learner's experience in social 
studies is the special vocabulary which is required. 
Anderson2 observed that one cannot read or talk about 
history or geography without turning to the language of 
the subject. Anderson3 further relates that another 
serious cause of difficulty is the inherent complexity of 
subjects comprising the social studies and that until the 
number of topics presented at each grade level is reduced,i 
history and geography cannot be as meaningful as they 
should be. 
1constance M. McCullough, Ruth M. Strang and 
Arthur E. Traxler, Problems In The Improvement of Reading 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book!Co:-!nc., 1946) p.-r7. 
~arian A. Anderson, "Learning to Read In The 
Social Studies," (Sixth Annual Conference on Reading: 
Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh Press, 1950) p. 93. 
3Ibid. 
• 
• 
• 
McKim1 believes that some of the reading diffi-
culties will be reduced if special help is given with 
new terms. It is important for the teacher to realize 
that concepts may not be clear, even though the vocabulary 
in which they are phrased is not too difficult. 
Pupils are interested in reading when they do not 
encounter too many word difficulties provided that the 
content is interesting, therefore there seems to exist a 
great need for vocabulary building if children are to 
compreh~nd the printed materials they read. 
Broom, Duncan, Enug, and Stueber2 observed that 
the text materials the children read should be interesting 
to them and must be within their ability to grasp the 
meaning. Many children have difficulties with compre-
hension because they do not have a sufficient background 
of concepts and meaningful experiences. 
In discussing reading difficulties McKee3 has 
observed that the meaning difficulties contained in 
~argaret G·. McKim, Guidin~ Growth In Reading 
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 195 ) p. 376. 
~. E. Broom, Mary A. A. Duncan, Dorothy Entig 
and Josephine Stueber, Effective Reading Instruction, 
(New York: McGraw~Hill Book Co., Inc., 1951) p. 92. 
3Paul McKee, The Teachin~ of Reading In The 
Elementary School (Boston: Houg ton M~fflin TI0.:-1948) 
p. 349. . 
• 
• 
• 
13 
content textbooks are so numerous and often so subtle, 
and consequently so out of line with the children's read-
ing ability that it is impossible for them to get much-
reading done. 
Russell1 feels that the specific reading problems 
that a particular group or class has in the content field 
will differ with the materials and curriculum in that 
field. Therefore it is impossible to say what reading 
problem a particular fifth grade will have in science or 
a certain group within a sixth grade will have in geog-
raphy. 
According to Otto, "If a person is to think 
clearly in a field he must acquire the vocabulary that 
is pertinent."2 
Harris states that, "a book depends largely on 
the vocabulary that it contains. 113 A book which uses a 
small number of words that occur again and again tends to 
be easy, one which employs a large number of new words, 
1navid H. Russell, Children Learn to Read, 
(Boston: pinn & Co., 1949) p. 243. 
2Henry J. 
School (New York: 
Otto, Social Education in Elementary 
Rinehart & Co., 1956) ~ 379. 
3Harris, op. cit.,p376 • 
• 
• 
• 
many of which are used only once or twice, tends to be 
difficult. The sentence structure and the familiarity 
or strangeness of the content are also significant 
factors in considering reading difficulties. 
1# 
Among the other factors that cause reading dif-
ficulties, legibility is to be considered. Hildreth1 
relates that legibility refers to aspects of reading ease, 
concerned with such externals as length of lines and 
spacing, color, and even the texture of the paper. 
Yoakam2 reports that the arrangement of the matter on 
the page with which the cbild can read the text is ex-
tremely important. These factors have a bearing on 
reading ease because of their relation to interest and 
eye fatigue. 
Washburne and Morphett state that 
Children cannot be expected to learn from 
books which are so written, that the mechanical 
difficulty of reading occupies the center of the 
children's attention. It is only by giving child-
ren plenty of reading at their own level of 
1Hildreth, op. cit., p. 376. 
2Yoakam, op. cit., p. 20 • 
• 
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ability that flue~cy and a real love of reading 
can be developed. 
Ohles2 suggests that to eliminate the boredom 
caused by reading difficulties and repetition, we must 
still anticipate a dragging of the feet, a reluctance 
to read and penciled rebellion on the text. 
Going a step further Ohles states that 
The key to a textbook, acceptable to our 
clients lie not alone in reading levels, at-
tractiveness of make up, profuseness of illus-
trations, or width of reading lines. The heart 
of our writing material lie in the skill with 
which it is written. We must surrender the 
authorship of our text to those steeped in tech-
niques of writing for children and adolescents. 
We must become accustomed to seeking writers of 
skill and not of pedigree.3 
15 
In order to have the pupils get what they should 
from the printed materials it is necessary that they 
understand what they read. Betts4 believes the total 
background of the reader contributes to comprehension. 
1carleton Washburne and Mabel v. Morphett, 
"Grade Placement of Children's Books," Elementary School 
Journal 
The 
No. 
2John F. Ohles, "Needed: Living Textbooks," 
Social Studies, Leonard B. Irwin, editor (Vol. XLVIII, 
1, Jan. 1957) 1 
3Ibid. 
4Emmett A. Betts, Foundations of Readin~ 
Instruction (New York: American Book CO., 1957 p. 443 . 
•• 
• 
• 
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Hence the level of abstractness, the language structure, 
and the individual's previous experiences function in a 
highly related manner to the conditions of understanding. 
The fact often overlooked is that there is no such thing 
as reading material suitable for all the pupils of a given 
class. 
Betts1 further stated that 
Accuracy and depth of comprehension depend 
upon at least three functionally interrelated 
factors: First the abstractness difficulty or 
complexity of the facts. Second, the language 
setting or symbolization of the facts and third, 
the background of the pupil. 
In teaching it is important to know the levels 
of comprehension of which the individual pupils are 
capable. A pupil's level of comprehension depends ~pon 
many factors such as his intelligence, his mastery of 
the mechanics of reading and his reading vocabulary. 
2 According to Gray and Reese, comprehension 
depends upon vocabulary strength. One unknown or mis-
interpreted word in a sentence or phrase may well block 
comprehension of an entire paragraph. Context clues 
should be applied, dictionary and glossary habits should 
1 Ibid., p. 442. 
2Dora Reese and Lillian Gray, Teaching Children to 
(New York: The Ronald Press Co., 1957) p. 302 • 
• 
• 
• 
be strengthened. 
Durrell1 says that much of the pupils' trouble 
in comprehension can be cleared up by providing well 
motivated material of the proper reading level, and by 
preliminary word recognition and word meaning exercises. 
Some pupils will need additional help in comprehension. 
According to his findings, successful reading demands 
instantaneous recognition of a great proportion of words 
otherwise, good reading is impossible. 
17 
It is a well established fact that understanding 
varies with the kind of material read, the purpose of the 
reader and his previous experience. Therefore Adam and 
Reese2 feel that having an adequate background of con-
cepts is one of the factors which influence growth in 
comprehension. In promoting the child's ability to 
understand what he reads, the teacher faces a great 
responsibility. 
Kohn3 indicated that when provision for better 
understanding of what is read through the development 
1nonald Durrell, Improvement of Basic Reading 
Abilities (Yonkers-on-Hudson: World ~ok Co., 1940) 
p. 312. 
2Adams and Reese, op. cit. 
3clyde J. Kohn, Reading In Geograph~ to Gain 
World Understanding, Clarement COilege, Rea ing ----
Conference, 20th Yearbook, 1955, pp. 56-57 . 
• 
• 
• 
18 
of geographic vocabularies, through geographic comprehen-
sion and through the cultivation of retaining a series of 
related ideas that have been read, subject matter attain-
ment in geography classes will greatly improve. 
In order that the facts learned through reading 
may be retained, organization is needed. McCullough, 
Strang, and Traxler1 state that organization is especi-
ally needed when the material that is being read is rich 
in factual content. Writers of geographical materials 
will attest to the fact that the organization problem is 
great. It is often difficult for the pupil, inexperienced 
in such reading to follow the organization. 
Some specialists in reading find it very difficult 
to determine exactly what the authors of many history 
textbooks expect the pupils to retain. McCullough, Strang 
and Traxler2 relate that the tendency not to provide 
definitions for certain historical terms, but rather to 
leave the reader to gather a vague definition from long 
discussions of facts and events results from fear of 
criticism by fellow historians for oversimplification. 
~cCullough, Strang, and Traxler, op. cit., 
p. 307. 
2Ibid., pp. 79-80 • 
(Y 
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CHAPTER II 
P.LAN OF STUDY 
This study is an attempt to establish the grade 
level of thirty social study texts for the middle grades, 
using the Yoakam formula. Included ·are texts for 
geography, history and combined social studies. 
The thirty books included were selected by 
Dr. Gilbert Wilson, Professor of Elementary Social 
Studies, Boston University. The list follows: 
Fourth Grade -- History 
1. Pioneer Children of 
America D. C. Heath & Co. 
2. Heroes of Our America 
3. They Made America Great 
Iroquois Publishing Co.Inc. 
Macmillan Co. 
4. Journeys Through Many 
Lands 
5. Our Big World 
6. Old Ways and New Ways 
7. Neighbors Around the 
World 
Geography 
Allyn and Bacon, Inc. 
Silver Burdett Co. 
Silver Burdett Co. 
John C. Winston Co. 
. 'JI 
--· ·-·n-·· 
• 
• 
• 
8. 
9. 
10. 
Combined Social Studies 
Your People and Mine 
Living Together Around 
the World 
Exploring Near and Far 
Ginn & Co. 
Macmillan Co . 
Follett Publishing Co. 
Fifth Grade -- History 
11. Makers of The Americas D. C. Heath & Co. 
20 
12. Early Days In The New 
World Iroquois Publishing Co. Inc 
13. The Story of American 
Freedom Macmillan Co. 
Geography 
14. Journeys Through the 
Americas Al~yn & Bacon, Inc. 
15. The American. Continents:: Silver Burdett Co. 
16. Neighbors in the Americas John C. Winston Co. 
17. New Ways In The New World. Silver Burdett Co. 
Combined Social Studies 
18. Your Country and Mine 
19. Living Together In The 
Americas 
20. Exploring the New World 
Ginn and Co. 
Macmillan Co. 
Follett Publishing Co. 
. 
• 
• 
Grade Six -- History 
21. Builders of the Old World D. C. Heath & Co. 
22. Long Ago In The Old World Iroquois Publishing Co. 
23. Backgrounds of The 
American Freedom Macmillan Co. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
Our World Today (The 
Eastern Hemisphere) 
Old World Lands 
World Ways 
Neighbors Across 
The Seas 
Geography 
Allyn & Bacon, Inc. 
Silver Burdett Co. 
Silver Burdett Co. 
John C. Winston Co. 
Combined Social Studies 
28, Your World and Mine 
29. Living Together In 
The Old World 
Ginn & Co. 
Macmillan Co. 
30. Exploring The Old World Follett Publishing Co~. 
The data were analyzed to discover the grade 
placement of each book according to the Yoakam formula. 
The directions for using the Yoakam technique 
for grading books is as follows: 
1. Select any book intended for use in grades 
4, 5, or 6. 
2. Sample the book by choosing ten pages to be 
• taken from the book as follows: 
21 
• 
• 
• 
3. 
22 
a. Begin on any even or odd numbered page 
in the book, 3, 4, 5, or whatever it may 
be, but choose a full page of textual 
material not containing pictures, exercises, 
introductions, index or prefatory matter. 
b. Choose ten pages at equal intervals in 
the book. In a 200 page book, every 
twentieth page will be chosen. For a 
larger book, choose in proportion -- in 
a 300 page book, every thirtieth page. 
c. If the sampled page falls on a page of 
illustrations or exercises, take the 
nearest full page of textual matter. 
Determining the Size of Page 
Determine the.size of the page used in the 
book by counting the number of words on three 
pages taken at random and averaging them. 
The number of running words per page will 
range from 125 to 200 in the average book 
for these .grades. 
Scoring the Sampled Pages 
4. Obtain a Thorndike Teachers' Wordbook of 
Twenty Thousand Words. It.is arranged 
alphabetically and contains index numbers 
for all words in the twenty thousand, indexedl 
i from 1, or first thousand, to 20, or twentieth 
thousand. It is these index numbers that you. 
want to use in scoring books . 
'-' 
5. 
23 
Score each sampled page of the book as follows: 
a. Scan the sampled page and underline in 
pencil each word which appears difficult. 
b. Look up and index all words which appear 
hard enough to warrant a Thorndike rating 
of 4 or above (that is, all words that 
are not in the 3000 commonest words.) 
c. Write the index number of each word of 4 or 
above, over the word underlined. You will 
then have indexed all words on the page,, 
except those bearing an index number of 
1, 2, or 3 in the Thorndike List. . 
d. You will find that the words of 4 and above 
will constitute only a small puop6ution of 
the total running words on a page. Ordin-
arily there will be from 0 to 25 or more 
such words on a page, depending on the dif-
ficulty of the material. 
e. Practice scoring until you feel that you 
are able to identify the difficult words. 
f. When in doubt about a word, LOOK IT UP. 
g. Score each word only once on each page. 
h. Score all compound words which are not 
hyphenated by using the Thorndike index 
number of that word even though you think 
it seems high. 
. 
. 
. 
i. Score a compound word containing hyphen by • 
averaging the separate index numbers of 
the two parts. 
. 
j. List separately all words that do not appear 
in the Thorndike list. 
k. Do not score proper names. Investigations 
are under way to determine the effect of 
proper names on difficulty. 
• 
• 
• 
1. Give all variants of a root word 
index number as the root, unless 
scores the variant .. 
Computing the Page Index Number 
24 
the same 
Thorndike 
6. Now compute the page index.number by adding 
the index numbers of all words with an index 
number of 4 or above found on the sampled 
page. Record this as the PA~E INDEX NUMBER 
for the sampled page. You ~hould then have 
one of these page index numbers for each 
sampled page. 
Computing the Book Index Numbef 
7. Now add the index numbers of the ten different 
pages and divide by ten, the number of pages: 
45 
20 
65 
80 
150 
35 
20 
45 
110 
90 
10/660 
-co -- THE BOOK INDEX NUMBER 
Determining the Grade Placement 
of the Book 
8. Now determine the grade placement of the 
book by consulting Table I. For a 200 word 
• • • 
TABLE I 
READING DIFFICULTY SCALE 
G 100 D 120 D 140 D 160 D 180 D 200 D 220 D 240 D 
.j I '+ l:l ::> 0 .LU _/ J._J._ -~ J.;l. ':1 U J.U J.) 
' J.U l J.Z l:l 14 J.b J.J. J.~ J.J. ZU U 'l."L. 14 'L 15 
1/ 2U ':1 Z:l 1 2 ll ::JO 12 .j. L'+ _jt .!.::>_ '1-t .J.! 
~ zq. :l z~ o; _ j~ l-_.L jl J.Z :)Z u 4, 14 :>. 10 :>t 1 
I ::J2 ' ::J~ 1U 44 12 :>l li::J >b D b Lb b 17 7_4_ J. 
lS _ 4U !1_ q<j_ _!1 .Jb J.Z _b ::J J.4 'J. J.b ll .1.l 1l4 liS ':1 ::J 2U 
':1 4':1 ':1 .)'; 1J. btl U II D 1l I 11 ':14 · L~ 102 U l.l..j Ll. 
10 :>l:l 9 7U 11 l:ll. l.::J 92 1::> 104 J.l HZ J.':i _l.£1. _ZU UO ZZ 
:11 b I J.U lSJ._ 1.1 ':14 U J.U I D J.Z1 11 U1 20 14J. 2. l.J) 24 
1~ 7 lU '32 ll lU 1::l 122 D U~ 1 1.51.. ZJ. J.O.:l 22 l.l':i ~'+_ 
,1; l:l l.l _J.Uj _l.J. J.ZU .lj J._j/ J.:> D.J U 1/Z Z1 11lb 2j ZU::l 2:> 
! 1~ ':11 11 114 11 .U::J 1::J 1 >2 D 1/ ::J 1~ 1':1 ::J 21 201j 2::J 22':1 2.5 
GZbUD21:lUDjUUDjzUD::J4UD::JbUD::JI:lUU4UUD 
. . 
:; u J.o J.Z 1.1 u 18 J.'+ J.':i J.b J.':i 1.1 · _ zu_ J.l:l zz J._t _zq 
4 Zl 1b Z':i 11 ::JJ. 1':1 :;:; ZU ::J:> 2 j/ 2Z 4U 24 4::J 2b 
) 43 ./ 4b Ul .50 20 .53 l.Z Jb 22 :>"; Z4 04 _Z_4 I ':1 ZO 
b _bU J.l:l b4 J.'; IU Zl I:> Z l:lU Z4 l:l:; :Lb l:lll 2b ':1 :> :LIS · 
I I~ LY ~:; 21 91 :L:L YY :Lt lU) :Lb 109 :1j 114 21j 12<+ .:lU 
l:l ':il:l 2J. J.U4 ZZ J.!4 _2_4_ J.:L:> ZJ _J._;; Zll ·UI IU 142 ::JU · .D4 32 
Y llY :L::J l:Lb 24 UY :Lb l)::J ::J( · 15~ jU 1b ~2 :17 ::Jz 18b J4 
.LU J.'+J Z::> Dl. Zb l.b I Z!S J.!S j .g J.o;•J jJ. J.':i~ _,!4_ £U~ j_4 ZZU jb 
IH1b~Zb1/1l21llYbJU214J222.JZUJb24JlbZ)!j~ 
12 ~4 Z ZU/ 30 ZZ jJ. zq.o Z:>j .:lL. L.IU ~l:l Z I :ll:l L.o;:> 4U 
1!.::! W Z, _2 5_1 ::JU :L.Jl ::JU L.lll_ <. Zllb ::J4 ::JU~ 4U :; 4 4U ::J::lb 4Z 
114 !fb 21 Zb1j 30 Zl:l: 31 310 JZU ::J4 J4b 42 3: .5 42 371j 42 
Statistical Table Prepared by Mr. Arthur D. Cleland 
·-~----- ~-- N 
--- ---- ---- -
• 
• 
• 
page, the index number 66 placed the book 
sampled in Grade Seven. For a 300 word 
page, the book would be placed in Upper 
Grade Five. 
9. In order to place the book more definitely 
in the upper or lower half of each grade, 
the grade interval D can be divided into 
ten parts and the G or Grade Score can be 
determined by interpelation~ Thus a Book 
Index Score of a 200 word page is 6/16ths 
of the distance from the bottom of Grade 
Seven, or at approximately the G score of 
7.4. 
10. These fractional G scores may or may not 
have any significance. However, it is 
likely that a difference of a half grade 
is significant. 
11. These grade levels as yet are tentative, 
but recent data by Statlander seem to show 
that the scores for Grades Four, Five and 
Six are approximately correct • 
26 
4t 27 
• 
• 
12. If the books are properly sampled, these 
scores will reveal the differences in 
difficulty among books as determined by 
the basic difficulty of the vocabulary, 
which is the most important general 
element in difficulty. 
13. Since these index numbers are averages, 
these placements are accurate for average 
conditions and do not apply to groups which 
are above average in reading ability • 
Table No. I is read as follows: 
For pages 9f 100 running words, a, Book Index 
Number of 3 to 10 places the book in Grade Three; 7 to 17 
in Grade Four, etc. The numbers 100, 120, 140, etc., 
indicate the size of the page in number of running words. 
D indicates the number of points difference between grades 
for each page size. This table was prepared by Mr. Arthur 
D. Cleland and is based upon my original data for pages 
of approximately 180 running words each. 
Primary Grades 
1. Use the same technique as for the intermediate 
grades, but score all words having an index 
number of 2 or above. 
• 
• 
• 
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2. The following tentative scale may be used 
for placing a book in its approximate grade. 
BOOK INDEX NO. 
0-14.9 
15-34.9 
35-49.9 
GRADE 
2 
3 
4 
These scores are based on a study by Anto and 
are on average pages found in second and third readers. 
They may be high. Later studies will be made to check 
them • 
3. Additional data will be available on primary 
material as new studies are made to verify 
the scale. 
The results of the analysis of the thirty books 
are presented in the following chapter • 
• 
• 
• 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In this study an attempt to establish the grade 
level of thirty social studies texts for the middle grades 
the following tables were compiled: 
• 
• / 
Tables one, two, and three present the materials 
of the Heath series. 
TABLE I 
30 
Name of Author(s): Caroline D. Emerson, W. Linwood Chase, 
Allan Nevin. 
Title: 
Type: 
Pioneer Children of America 
History. Date of Publication 1959. 
Publishers, D. C. He~& Co. 
Total No. of Pages 307 . 
' 
,, 
1 
v 31 
TABLE II 
Name of Author(s): Marion Lansing, E. Linwood Chase. 
Title: Makers of the Americas, Type: Histor~. 
Publishers, D. C. Heath & Co. Date of Publication 1959. 
Total No. of Pages ~n BooK 449. 
Pages Tndex No. Page.lnctex l:'ages Index No. Yage Lnde t< Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. ' 
7 1 4 7 1 4 
50 6 54 50 6 54 
94 4 30 94 4 30 
.138 8 54 138 8 54 
v 
182 15 80 182 15 80 
227 10 62 227 10 62 
270 3 23 270 3 23 
311 12 74 311 12 74 ' 
352 9 62 352 9 62 
; 
396 10 52 396 10 52 
Total No. Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 78. 
Book Index Page No. 54. """'No. of Running Words-rer Page 265. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publishers 5. ' 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scale 5. 
-
'-.,.; 
······--~~--· - --·. --- .: 
II 
-
• 
• 
• 
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TABLE III 
Name of Author: Gertrude Hartman. Title: Builders of 
the Old World. Type: History. Publishers, D. C. Heath & 
Co. Total No. of Pages in Books 444. Date of Publication 
T93"9. -
-
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No Page Index 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words 
6 6 46 6 6 
50 7 31 50 7 
93 7 34 93 7 
137 6 29 137 6 
181 6 31 181 6 
225 8 45 225 8 
268 6 41 268 6 
312 7 42 312 7 
355 8 52 355 ' 8 
400 11 85 400 11 
Total No. Pages Sampled 10. No Words Index 72. 
Book Index Page 36. No Running Word Per Page-252. 
- --
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe 5. 
No. 
46 
31 
34 
29 
31 
45 
41 
42 
52 
85 
According'to these tables all three books fall 
at grade five level. They are listed for grade four, five 
and six . 
• 
• 
• 
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Tables four, five and six present the information· 
on the Iroquois series. 
TABLE IV 
Name of author(s): Gertrude V. D. Southworth, 
John V. D. Southworth. 
Title: Heroes of Our Amer~ca. Date of Publication: 1952. 
rue:-. Type: History Publishers: Iroguois Publishing Co. 
Total No. of Pages 392. 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No. Page Index 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. 
3 4 20 3 4 20 
42 6 34 42 6 34 
84 2 8 84 2 8 
123 13 73 123 13 73 
162 7 48 162 7 48 
202 8 49 202 8 49 
239 6 63 239 6 63 
278 10 79 278 10 79 
316 11 :82 316 . 11 82 
355 5 43 355 5 43 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 77. 
Book Index Page 50. ~o. of Running Words-per Page 240. 
Grade Placement co Book by Publisher 4. Grade Placement 
to Book by Yoakam Scale 5. -
" 
• 
14 
TABLE V 
Names of authors: Gertrude V. D. Southworth, 
J onn II. D. Soutnwortn. ~ 
Title: Early Days In the New World. Date of publication: ~ 
Type: Histor~ -publishers: Iroguois Publishing Co. Inc-.--
Total No. of ages 490. 
Page Index Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No. 
Sarci)led of Words No. Sarni)led of Words No. 
5 I 3 21 5 3 21 ' 
55 10 62 55 10 62 
.. 
104 5 24 104 5 24 
• 
153 7 29 153 7 29 
202 7 45 202 7 45 
250 3 24 250 3 24 
299 11 82 299 11 82 
' 
348 7 74 348 7 74 
398 12 61 398 12 61 
447 13 90 447 13 90 
I 
i 
Total pages sampled 10. No. words index 78. Book index 
page 51. No. of running words per pa~e ZEIT. Grade place-
ment to book by publisher 5. Grade p acement bo book 
by publisher 5. Grade placement to book by Yoakam scale ~· 
• 
i 
I 
! 
• 
• 
• 
35 
TABLE VI 
Name of authors: Gertrude V. D. Southworth, 
Jonn v. D. Soutnwortn. 
Title: Long Ago In tne Old World. Date of publication: 1950 
Type: History Publisner: Iroquois Publishing Co. Inc .. 
Total No. or pages 434. 
Pages Index No Page Inde> Pages Index No. Index No. 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words Page 
3 11 93 3 .11 93 
45 10 75 45 10 75 
89 10 48 89 10 48 
133 6 36 133 6 36 
177 5 27 177 5 27 
' 
210 9 42 210 9 42 
252 10 72 252 10 72 
295 8 52 295 8 52 
339 5 29 339 5 29 
382 3 12 382 3 12 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 77. Book Index 
Page 48. No. of Runnmng Words per Page 3~. Grade Place-
ment to Book by Publisher 6. Grade Placement to Book by 
Yoakam Scale ~· - . 
The books for grades four and five were fifth 
grade difficulty and the sixth grade book came out with 
fourth grade difficulty . 
• 
• 
• 
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Tables seven, eight and nine present the material 
for the Winston series. 
TABLE VII 
Names of Authors: J. Russell Smith, Frank E. Sorenson. 
Title: Neighbors Around the World. 
Type: GeograE§y. Date of publication: 1952. 
Publishers: The John C. Winston Co. Total No. of pages 297. 
Pages Index No 
Sampled of Words 
7 
35 
64 
92 
122 
154 
184 
213 
242 
270 
6 
8 
11 
15 
9 
7 
10 
9 
11 
10 
Page Inde~ Pages Index No. Page Index 
No. Samplec of Words No. 
40 
65 
85 
101 
68 
60 
65 
77 
72 
83 
7 
35 
64 
92 
122 
154 
184 
213 
242 
270 
6 
8 
11 
15 
9 
7 
10 
9 
11 
10 
40 
65 
85 
101 
68 
60 
65 
77 
72 
83 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 96. 
Book Index No. 71. ~o. of Running Words per Page 262. 
Grade Placement~o Book by Publisher 4. ---
Grade Placement To Book by Yoakam ScaTe ~-
u 
\J 
37 
TABLE VIII 
Namesof authors: J. Russell Smith, Frank E. Sorenson. 
Title: Neighbors In the Americas. Type: Geogralhy. 
Publishers. The John C. Winston Co. Total No. o 
pages in book 377. Date of puEiication: 1957. 
--
.t'~~es l~Ciex No. • .t' age lnCie> .t'ages 1~oex J)IO. 1 Page _ J.noe;x Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. • 
2 6 34 2 6 34 
39 12 104 39 12 104 
77 22 148 77 22 148 
116 11 88 116 11 116 
154 20 198 154 20 198 
190 14 89 190 14 89 
229 13 136 229 13 136 
267 8 42 267 8 42 
295 14 94 295 14 94 
333 17 128 333 17 128 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 137. 
Book Index Page 106.--No. of Running Words-rer Page 254. 
Grade ~lacement to Book by Yoakam Scale ~-
' 
' 
I 
: 
' 
' 
' 
• 
• 
• 
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TABLE IX 
Names of authors: Norman C. and Frank E. Sorenson. 
Title of book: Neighbors Across the Seas. 
Date of publication: 1954. Type of Book: Geography. 
Publishers: John C. WinSton Co. Total No. of pages 377 . 
. 
-Pages Page Index Index No. Index No. Pages Page Index 
Sampled of Words ~amp led of Words No. No. 
7 6 46 7 6 46 
44 5 26 44 5 26 
81 3 25 81 3 25 
117 7 56 117 7 56 
154 9 65 154 9 65 
191 5 47 191 5 47 
228 11 87 228 11 87 
264 7 54 264 7 54 
301 7 60 301 7 60 
339 10 82 339 10 82 
Total Pages Sampled ;1.0. No. Words Indexed 70 .. 
Book Index Page No. 54. No. of Running Woras per Page 157. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scaie 8. 
Each of these three books had a difficulty index I 
higher than the grade placement. Grade four was six, I 
I 
fifth and sixth grades resulted in grade eight placement . 
• 
• 
• 
I 
39 
Tables ten, eleven and twelve present the finding 
of the Silver Burdett series. 
TABLE X 
Names of Authors: Lewis P. Todd, Kenneth S. Cooper. 
Title: Old Wa¥s and New Ways. Type: Geography. 
Publishers: S~lver Burdett Company 
Total No. of Pages in Book 223. 
Date of Publication: 1954.-
J:'ages Ir:tctex No. Page Index J:'ages Inctex No l:'age Incte;xll 
Sam~led of Words No. Sampled of Words No. . 
2 
24 
44 
65 
87 
111 
132 
155 
177 
199 
2 
7 
8 
13 
8 
4 
9 
4 
10 
10 
26 
54 
63 
88 
49 
27 
46 
22 
50 
63 
2 
24 
44 
65 
87 
111 
132 
155 
177 
199 
2 
7 
8 
13 
8 
4 
9 
4 
10 
10 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No Words Index 75. 
Book Index Page 48. --No. Running Words per Page 189. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publishers 4. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scale 6 . 
26 
54 
63 
88 
49 
27 
46 
22 
50 
63 
• 
• 
• 
TABLE XI 
Names of Authors: Lewis P. Todd, Kenneth S. Co·pper, 
clarence w. Sorensen. 
Title: New Ways In the New World. 
Type of Book: ~ombined S.S. 
Publishers: Silver Burdett Company Total No. Page 339 
40 
'' 
Pages Index ~o. Page l.n<le} .l:'ages Index No. Page Index 
Samoled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. · 
6 8 46 6 8 
38 10 61 38 10 
70 7 48 70 7 
: 1!02 8 46 102 8 
137 6 42 137 6 
172 12 74 172 12 
202 6 34 202 6 
236 8 56 236 8 
270 12 68 270 12 
300 13 96 300 13 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No Words Indexed 90. 
Book Index No. 57. NO. Running Words per page 163. 
Grade Placement~o Book by Publisher 5. ---
GEade Placement by Yoakam Scale l· -
46 
61 
48 
46 
42 
74 
34 
56 
68 
96 
• 
• 
• 
TABLE XII 
Namesof Authors: Lewis P. Todd, Kenneth S.· Cooper, 
Clarence W. Sonensen. 
Title 
Type: 
Total 
of Book: World Ways. Date of Publication: 
S. S. Publishers: Silver Burdett Company. 
No. Pages in Book 386. 
41 • 
1954. 
Pages I~dex No. Page Index Pages I~~ex No. Page Inae 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. . 
3 
41 
81 
120 
157 
195 
233 
273 
310 
347 
13 
15 
13 
8 
7 
7 
9 
7 
4 
12 
106 
107 
100 
54 
44 
47 
55 
37 
24 
57 
3 
41 
81 
120 
157 
195 
233 
273 
310 
347 
13 
15 
13 
8 
7 
7 
9 
7 
4 
12 
106 
107 
100 ! 
54 
44 ' 
47 
55 
24 
24-
57 
Total pages sampled 10. No. words index 95. 
Book index page no. 0!. No. of running words per page 223. 
Grade placement to book by publisher 6. 
Grade placement to book by Yoakam scaTe ~· I 
~e .books for grades four and six had a difficulty! 
index of grade six and the fifth grade book grade seven . 
• 
• 
• 
Tables thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen present 
the findings for the Follett series. 
TABLE XIII 
Names of Authors: Herbert H. Gross, Frank E. Sorenson, 
DWight W. Follett, Alta Mcintire. 
42 
. 
. 
' 
. 
. 
Title: Extlorins Near ano Far. 
Social Studies. Date of Pu licat1on: 1958. Type of Book: 
Rublishers: Follett PUDifshing Co. Total No. of Pages Q1. 
I 
l:'ages J.ndex No. Page J.nctex Pages II1dex No . Page J.nae:l!! 
Sampled of Words Sampled of Words No. ·1 No. 
26 9 67 26 9 
52 10 78 52 10 
78 8 .. 65 78 8 
104 13 96 104 13 
130 11 74 130 11 
157 9 67 157 9 
174 5 34 174 5 
199 6 48 199 6 
225 7 42 225 7 
252 12 119 252 12 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Indexed 90. 
Book Index No. 69. NO. Running Words per Page 197. 
Grade Plaeement-ro Book by Publisher 4. ---
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe l· 
67 
' 78 
65 
96 : 
74 
67 
34 
48 
42 
119 I 
• 
• 
• 
•• 
43 
• 
. 
TABLE XIV 
Names of Authors: 0. S. Hamer, D. Follett, B. F. Ahlsxhwe~~ 
Title: EX(lloring The New World. Date of Publishing: 19571L 
Type: Soc1al Studies. Publishers: Follett Publishing co. 
Total No. of Pages 474. 
Fages 1naex No . .t'age Index Page Inaex No .t'age Irid-e·tt 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words_ No. , 
28 
72 
119 
165 
208 
258 
309 
356 
406 
456 
9 
7 
16 
15 
4 
13 
8 
10 
16 
10 
72 
38 
91 
84 
28 
107 
42 
78 
106 
115 
28 
72 
119 
165. 
208 
258 
309 
356 
H-06 
456 
9 
7 
16 
15 
4 
13 
8 
10 
16 
10 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 186. 
Book Index No. 74. No. of Running Words per Page 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 5. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe ~· 
72 
38 
91 
84 
28 
107 
42 
78 
106 
115 
183. 
' 
. 
' 
• 
• 
• 
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TABLE XV 
Names of Authors: 0. Stuart.Hamer, Orlando w. Ste~henson,• 
Ralph S. Yotte, Ben F. Ahlschwe e, , 
Dwight W. Follett, Herbert H. Gross. • 
Title: Edloring the Old World. Date of Publication: 1957 
Type: Soc al Studies or Combined. Publishers: Follet---,-
Publishing Company. Total No. of Pages 400. 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No. Page Index 
SamPled of Words No.. Sampled of Words No , 
14 9 55 14 9 55 
56 22 1.49 56 22 149 
97 19 121 97 19 121 
135 21 173 135 21 173 
173 14 91 173 14 91 
214 13 69 214 13 69 
254 10 71 254 10 71 
294 14 88 294 14 88 
333 10 86 333 10 86 
271 21 185 271 21 185 
' 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 153. 
241. Book Index Page 109. No. of Running Words per Page 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6, ---
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe· 8. 
Each of these books had a diffd:cuilty index higher : 
than the grade placement, grade four was seven, grade fiv,, 
six and grade six eight. 
' 
I 
• 
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Tables sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen present 
the findings of the MacMillan series. 
TABLE XVI 
Names of Authors: Prudence Cutright, Mae Knight Clark. 
Title: Living To~etfier Arouna tne ~orio. 
Type: Sociai Stu ies. Date of Pubiication: . 1953. 
Publishers: The MacMillan Co. Total No. of Pages: 274. 
--
Pages Index No Page Index Pages Index No Page Inde> 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. 
i6 5 33 16 5 33 
43 5 36 43 5 36 
69 5 40 69 5 40 
• 97 6 67 97 6 67 
124 8 77 124 8 77 
153 4 46 153 4 46 
182 6 43 182 6 43 
210 4 30 210 4 30 
239 10 68 239 10 68 
267 267 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 53. 
Book Index Page 50. ~o. of Running Words-per Page 184. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 4. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe 6 • 
• 
• 
Z+o 
TABLE XVII 
Names of Authors: Prudence Cutright, Mae K. Clark. 
Title: Living To~etner In tne Americas. 
Type: Social Stu ies. Publisners: The MacMillan Co. 
Total No. of Pages in Book 483. Date of Publication: 1958 
--
Pages I~dex No. Page Index Pages Index ~o. Page J.naex 
Sampled of Words No. Sami>led of Words No. 
3 11 107 3 11 107 
51 12 77 51 12 77 
101 8 50 101 8 50 
148 8 51 148 8 51 
• 
196 18 27 196 18 27 
246 15 96 246 15 96 
294 19 113 294 19 113 
344 13 70 344 13 70 
394 8 37 394 8 37 
442 8 50 442 8 50 , 
Total No. Pages Sampled 10. No Words Index 120. ' 
Book Index Page 77. No. Running Word Per Page 301. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publishers 5. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scale 6. 
- I 
I ' 
i 
• 
' 
i 
• 
• 
• 
l 
TABLE XVIII 
Names of Authors: Prudence Cutright, Walter Lefferts, 
Harry H. Shapiro, Israel Soifer. 
Title: Living To~ether In the old World. 
Type: Social Stu ies. Date of Publication: 1958. 
Publishers: The MacMillan Co. Total No. of Pages 463. 
47 
Pages Index No. 
Sampled of Words 
Page Index Pages Index No. Page Inde 
No. lsami)led of Words No. 
3 
50 
96 
142 
188 
235 
281 
325 
374 
420 
13 
7 
12 
13 
18 
21 
13 
15 
9 
11 
73 
44 
92 
94 
129 
169 
92 
134 
62 
70 
3 
50 
96 
142 
188 
235 
281 
325 
374 
420 
13 
7 
12 
13 
18 
21 
13 
15 
9 
11 
73 
44 
92 
94 
129 
169 
92 
134 
62 
70 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No.Words Index 132. Book Index 
Page 95. No. of RuniTrng Words per Page ~-
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe ~· ' 
The books for grades four and five had higher 
indexes both grade six, and the sixth grade, six . 
• 
• 
• 
Tables nineteen, twenty, and twenty-one present 
the findings of the Silver Burdett series. 
TABLE XIX 
48 
Names of Authors: ·Harlan H. Barrows, Edith Putman Parker, 
Clarence W. Sorensen. 
Title: Our Bi~ World. bate of Publication: 1954. 
Type: Geograp y. Publishers: Silver Burdett Company 
Total No. of Pages 177. 
Pages I~ctex No. Page Index Pages Tnaex No. Page Index 
Sampled Of Words No. Sami)led Of Words No. 
7 
27 
44 
60 
75 
93 
110 
124 
141 
157 
9 
9 
10 
8 
7 
5 
5 
4 
6 
11 
66 
66 
79 
47 
43 
50 
31 
38 
38 
95 
7 
27 
44 
60 
75 
93 
110 
124 
141 
157 
9 
9 
10 
8 
7 
5 
5 
4 
6 
11 
66 
66 
79 
47 
43 
50 
31 
38 
38 
95 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 74. 
Book Index Page 55. ~o. of Running Words]per Page 148. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 4. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe l· 
' i\._.1 
.. . . .. II 
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TABLE XX 
Names of A:uthors: Harlan H. Barrows, Edith P. Parker, 
§orensen. C::Iarence W. 
Title: The American Cont~nents. Date of Publication: 1954 
Type: Geography. Pubiishers: Silver Burdett Company. --
Total No. of Pages 303. 
--
Pages Index No. Index No. Pages Index No. Index No 
Samoled of Words Page Sampled of Words Page 
5 8 33 5 8 33 
34 24 162 34 24 162 
64 16 101 64 16 101 
94 21 132 94 21 132 
125 8 60 125 8 60 
155 6 45 155 6 45 
185 15 105 185 15 105 
216 13 124 216 13 104 
246 14 90 246 14 90 
277 14 102 277 14 102 
Total f.ages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 139. 
Book Index Pages 95.~o. of Running Words per Page 180. 
Grade Placement toBook by Publisher 5. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe 90 
! 
II 
• 
• 
• 
50 
TABLE XXI 
Names of Authors: Harlan H. Barrows, Edith P. Parker, 
Clarence ~- Sorenson. 
Title: Old World Lanos. Date of Publication: 1954. 
Type: Geogra~hy. Publishers: 
Total No. of ages 332. 
Silver Burdett ComEanz. 
--
Pages Lnaex l.'lo. Eage:c tnaex Pages -I~aex No. Page lnae:li 
of Words of Words No. I Sam_pled No. Sam_pled 
9 31 200 9 31 200 
44 22 152 44 22 152 
80 27 171 80 27 171 
123 22 152 123 22 152 
158 20 165 158 20 165 
192 11 84 192 11 84 
222 19 116 222 19 116 
255 39 308 255 39 308 
289 26 210 289 26 210. 
321 18 103 321 18 103 I 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 235. 
Book Index No. 166. ~o. of Running Words per Page 261. 1 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher.6. ---
Grade PlacemenE to Book by Yoakam Scaie 10. 
The books for all the grades had difficulty 
indexes above, grade four, seven! grade five, nine: 
grade six, ten . 
• 
• 
• 
Tables twenty-two, twenty-three, and twenty-four 
present the materials of the Ginn series. 
TABLE XXII 
Names of Authors: Josephine MacKenzie, Ernest W. Teigs, 
Fay Adams. 
51 
Title: Your People and Mine. Date of Publication 1955. 
Type of Book: Social Studies. Publisher: Ginn &-uompany. 
Total Pages in Books 306. 
Pages 
Sampled 
Index No. Page Index 
of Words No. 
Pages 
Sami)led 
Index No 
of Words 
Page Inde, 
No. 
11 
40 
71 
99 
126 
157 
187 
215 
247 
277 
2 
6 
4 
4 
11 
11 
9 
6 
6 
13 
8 
46 
38 
28 
73 
73 
93 
52 
48 
92 
11 
40 
71 
99 
126 
157 
187 
215 
247 
277 
~"' 
2 
6 
4 
4 
11 
11 
9 
6 
6 
13 
8 
46 
38 
28 
73 
73 
93 
52 
48 
92 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 72. 
Book Index Page 55. ~o. of Running Words~er Page 202. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 4. 
Grade Placement to book by Yoakam ScaTe ~-
Boston University 
School of Education 
Library 
. 
• 
• 
• 
52 . 
TABLE XXIII 
Names of Authors: Gertrude Stephens Brown, Ernest w. Tiegs, 
Fay Adams. 
Title: Your Country and Mine. Date 
Type: Social Stud1es. Publishers: 
Total No. of Pages 467. 
of Publication: 
Ginn & Company. ~-
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No Page Inde, 
Sami)led of Words Sampled of Words No. No. · 
7 9 64 7 9 64 
56 10 83 56 10 83 
101 12 78 101 12 78 
150 6 46 150 6 46 
195 12 112 195 12 112 
240 19 125 240 19 125 
286 9 46 286 9 46 
333 10 74 333 10 74 
380 14 112 380 14 112 
422 10 62 422 10 62 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 111. 
Book Index Page No. EU. No; of Running Words per Page 261. 
-
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 5. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scaie 7. 
-
• 
• 
• 
TABLE XXIV 
Names of Authors: Grace S. Dawson, Ernest W. Tiegs, 
Fay Adams. 
Title of Book: Your World and Mine. Date of Publication: 
1954. Type: Combined (Social Studies). 
PUDlishers: G~nn & Company. Total No. of Pages 460. 
. 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages I~dex No Page Inde 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. 
7 
55 
100 
146 
193 
239 
285 
331 
377 
422 
6 
8 
13 
6 
19 
23 
15 
23 
28 
23 
42 
52 
79 
29 
131 
128 
94 
149 
191 
155 
7 
55 
100 
146 
193 
239 
285-
331 
337 
422 
6 
8 
13 
6 
19 
23 
15 
23 
28 
23 
42 
52 
79 
29 
131 
128 
94 
149 
191 
155 
Total Pages Sampled 10. Na Words Index 164. 
Book Index Page 95. ~o. of Running Words-rer Page 287. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6J. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe 71 
All these books had higher ratings than the 
ratings than the grades listed by the publishers, grade 
four, six; grade five, seven and grade six, seven • 
• 
• 
• 
54: 
Tables twenty-five, twenty-six, and twenty-seven 
present the findings of the Allyn and Bacon series. 
TABLE XXV 
Names of Authors: De Forest Stull, Roy W. Hatch. 
Title: Journe~s Throufn Man~ Lanas. . 
Date of Puhlication:958. Type: Geofraphy. 
Publishers: Allyn and Bacon, Inc. Tota NO. of Pages 16j. 
--
! 
_.t'ages I~dex No. Page _l.ndex Pages I~oex No Page Inde Sa!!!E_led of Words No. Sampled of Words No 
5 10 75 5 • 10 75 
21 10 80 21 10 80 
36 12 100 36 12 100 
i 
52 10 95 52 10 95 
' 
67 6 51 67 6 51 
82 6 33 82 6 33 
98 11 66 98 11 66 
115 10 60 115 10 60 
132 12 107 132 12 107 
151 5 27 151 5 27 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 92. 
Book Index Page 69. ~o. of Running Words]per Page 141. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 4. --
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe ~-
• 
• 
• 
5.:>, 
TABLE XXVI 
' Namees of Authors: De Forest Stull, Roy W. · Hatch. 
Title: Journeys Throu~n tne Americas. 
' Date of Publication 19 B. Type: Geogralhy. 
Publishers: Allyn ana-Bacon 1 Inc. Tota No. of Pages 384'. 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No Page Inde 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. 
7 12 77 7 12 77 
46 20 140 46 20 140 
83 17 109 83 17 109 
123 17 160 123 17 160 
162 8 54 162 8 54 
203 14 115 203 14 115 
242 8 32 242 8 32 
280 9 62 280 9 62 
318 13 99 318 13 99 
357 18 168 357 18 168 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 136. Book Index 
Page 101. No. of Running Words per Page ZZIT. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 5. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scare 8 • 
. 
! 
' 
! 
i 
! 
' 
' 
u 
v 
u 
' 
' i 
56' 
i 
' 
TABLE XXVII 
Names of Authors: De Forest Stull, Rot W. Hatch. 
Title: Our World Todat. Date of Publ cation: 1958 
Type: Geography. Pub ishers: Allyn and Bacon co:-
Total No. of Pages 387. 
. 
Pages Index No. tPage Index Pages lnctex No. !:'age lndE)X 
SamDled of Words No. Sarno led of Words No. i 
7 17 131 7 17 131 I 
47 9 69 47 9 69 
84 14 99 84 14 99 ! 
121 20 135 121 eo 135 
160 15 92 160 15 92 
198 16 129 198 16 129 
236 15 81 236 15 81 
274 25 202 274 25 202 
309 14 89 309 14 :89 
345 13 128 345 13 128 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 158. 
Book Index Page 115.--No. Running Words per Page 228. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 6. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam ScaTe ~-
The books for grades four and six had a difficulty 
index of grade nine and the fifth grade book grade eight. 
• 
• 
• 
Tables twenty-eight, twenty-nine, and thirty 
present the.Macmillan series. 
TABLE XXVIII 
57 
Name of Author: Edna McGuire. 
Great. Type: Histort. bate 
Publishers: The Macmi lan Co. 
Title: The¥ Made America 
of Publicat~on: 1954. 
Total No. of Pages 294. 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No. !Page Inde 
Sampled of Words · No. Sami:>led of Words No. 
23 1 4 23 1 4 
51 2 12 51 2 12 
81 1 14 81 1 14 
110 3 21 110 3 21 
139 7 42 139 7 42 
169 2 11 169 2 11 
197 1 10 197 1 10 
. 
225 2 24 225 2 24 
256 4 22 256 4 22 
285 3 16 285 3 16 
No. Words Index 26. Total Pages Sampled 10. 
Book Index Page No. 17. No. Running Words-per Page 121. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 4. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scaie 4 . 
X 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
; 
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' 
TABLE XXIX 
' 
Name of Author: Edna McGuire. Title: The Storx: of 
~ American Freedom. Type: Historx:. Date of Publication: Publisher: The Macmillan Co. Total No. of Pages 410. 
--
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages Index No. Page Inde 
Samoled of Words No. samoled of Words No. 
2 1 4 2 1 4 
42 3 13 42 3 13 
83 4 16 83 4 16 
122 4 26 122 4 26 
166 2 8 166 2 8 
' 
' 
' 202 1 4 202 1 4 
245 3 12 245 3 12 
286 5 29 286 5 29 
326 2 9 326 2 9 
' 
366 1 7 366 1 7 
No. Words Index 26 . , Total Pages Sampled 10. 
Book Index Page No. IZ. No.· of Running Words per Page~ 
Grade Placement to Book by Publisher 5. 
Grade Placement to ·Book by Yoakam ScaTe 4 . 
• 
• 
• 
TABLE XXX 
Name of Author: Edna McGuire. Title: Backgrounds of 
the American Freedom. Type: · History. Date of 
Publication: 1957. Publishers, The Macmillan Co. 
Total No. of Pages 414. 
59 
Pages Index No. Page Index Pages .l!!dex No. Page InaeJ~ 
Sampled of Words No. Sampled of Words No. , 
2 10 80 2 10 80 
46 5 37 46 5 37 
88 6 37 88 6 37 
131 2 12 131 2 12 
171 10 63 171 10 63 
212 3 13 212 3 13 
252 4 19 252 4 19 
293 2 23 293 2 23 
334 6 33 334 6 33 
375 4 49 375 4 49 
Total Pages Sampled 10. No. Words Index 36. 
No. of Running Words-per Page 209. 
Grade Placement to Book by Publishers.6. 
Grade Placement to Book by Yoakam Scale 5. 
-
According to these tables, books four and five 
were fourth grade difficulty, while the sixth grade book I 
was fifth grade. I i 
. 
• 
• 
• 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Thirty texts for geography, history and combined 
social studies were analyzed using the Yoakam formula. 
The following conclusions may be drawn. 
I. In general the books had higher difficulty 
indexes than the publishers listed. 
A. From the three history texts listed 
for the fourth grade, only one had 
a grade placement of four, the remaining 
two had grade placements of five. The 
four geography texts listed for grade 
four had grade placements above fourth 
grade. . The grade levels were six, seven 
and nine. 
The combined social studies for fourth 
grade had grade placements of six and 
seven. 
B. Three history texts for grade five were 
analyzed. Two had a placement of grade 
five, one of four • 
. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Of the four fifth grade geography 
texts analyzed, two had grade place-
ments of eight, one of grade nine, 
and one of grade seven~ 
Of ~he three combined social studies 
texts analyzed for grade five, two 
had grade levels of six, one of grade 
seven. 
C. Of the three history books analyzed 
for grade six, two had grade placements 
of five, one grade four. 
Of the four geography texts analyzed, 
one had grade eight level, one grade 
nine and one·grade ten. 
The three combined social studies texts 
showed two with grade placements of 
six, one seven, and one eight • 
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